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The Little Black Gallery is proud to present 

GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES��� 
starring��� 

MARILYN MONROE��� 
by��� 

MILTON H. GREENE  
& 

 DOUGLAS KIRKLAND 

19 January - 27 February 2016 

For over four decades, Milton H. Greene (1922-1985) made his mark as one of the most 
celebrated photographers in the world. Born in New York, Greene began taking pictures at 

the early age of 14. He apprenticed with photographers Eliot Elisofon and Louise Dahl-
Wolfe. By age twenty-three, he was referred to as "Color Photography's Wonder Boy." 
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A majority of Greene´s work in the fifties and sixties appeared in Life, Look, Harper's 
Bazaar, Town & Country, and Vogue. Along with other eminent photographers, Richard 
Avedon, Cecil Beaton, Irving Penn and Norman Parkinson, he is credited with elevating 

fashion photography to the level of fine art. 

Greene's most noted work is with Marilyn Monroe. They first met in 1953 on assignment 
for Look Magazine. In 1956, they formed Marilyn Monroe Productions together, which 
produced "Bus Stop" and "The Prince and the Showgirl." By the end of their four year 

relationship, he had photographed her in 52 different sittings producing over 5,000 images, 
some of which have never been published. Many advocates of Monroe consider Greene's 

collaboration with her to be the best and most genuine. 

In recent years his photographs have been exhibited in major galleries, museums and 
private collections around the world. Greene's work continues to represent an era in time, 

which may have gone but will always be reflected in his photographs. 

Douglas Kirkland (b.1934) was born in Toronto, Canada. He joined Look Magazine in 
his early twenties, and later Life Magazine during the golden age of 60’s/70’s 

photojournalism. Through the years, Kirkland has worked on the sets of over one hundred 
motion pictures. Among them, “Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid”, “2001 A Space 
Odyssey”, "Sound of Music", “Out of Africa”, “Titanic”  “Moulin Rouge”, "Australia" 

and “The Great Gatsby”. 

Kirkland’s photography has been exhibited all over the world. His photographs are now in 
the permanent collection of The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, The 
Smithsonian, The National Portrait Gallery Canberra Australia, The National Portrait 

Gallery London, The Eastman House in Rochester, The Houston Center for Photography, 
and The Annenberg Space for Photography in Los Angeles. 

In 1961, Marilyn Monroe told the 27 year old photographer Kirkland to come into bed 
with her. The evening he spent with Monroe 51 years ago was sensual, intimate, and 

spontaneous, and it produced the famous series “An Evening With Marilyn Monroe.” The 
series consists of Marilyn posing sensually in bed, with only a silk sheet between her and 

the camera. Kirkland was a novice photographer at the time, nothing compared to his 
prolific career today, but according to Kirkland, the two of them shared a tension-filled 

shoot that helped create the stunning photographs. Thinking back on the evening today, he 
describes their time together as though they “were in a beautiful dance,” with Marilyn 

leading of course.��� 


