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AS THE KING IS NOT HUMBLE,  
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This is Iris Della Roca's debut London solo show. 
 

In 2009, photographer Iris Della Roca moved to Rio, Brazil and started living in the favela of Rocinha. 
There she worked for a NGO with children and built a special bond with them. 

 
As she considers photography a collaborative art, she began a project where the children could express 
their unique personality and show who they really were, far from social membership and cliché. She 

asked the question: "How do you want to be seen by others?" Each child posed in their own way, some 
imagined themselves as movie stars, others as fashion models or fairytale characters. 

 
These portraits crossed continents upon Della Roca’s return to Paris, with the children of an estate in 

Clichy-Sous-Bois who are similarly marginalised, their individuality overwhelmed by their social 
standing. These later works are often undiscernible from Della Roca’s work in Brazil: emotive, bright and 
full of pride, the vibrant dreams of these children – dancers, sailors, musicians – bring vivid life to their 

static urban surroundings. These are portraits of children as dictated by them, powerful, proud and full of 
promise, this is the true face of the favela as it would represent itself. 

 
Iris Della Roca, 29, works and lives between France and Brazil. She grew up on her father's boat, 

moving from place to place giving her the joy of not being attached to anyone.  She chooses photography 
as her medium as it is connected to reality and permits interaction with others. She needs to tell true 

stories, about people and their realities, seeking for hope and poetry. Iris Della Roca is part of World 
Wide Women, a creative collective of female photographers and artists from around the world. World 

Wide Women represents the free, indomitable spirit of women in the world of art today. 

   

 


